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So if you’ve got a mentoring program in
the State of North Dakota that needs some
help, say, ‘‘What can I do to help?’’ If you’ve
got a church program that’s trying to help
people that are hungry, take the extra step
and see if you can’t help. If you know some
people that are wondering whether or not
somebody loves them, take a little extra time,
put your arm around them, and say, ‘‘We do.’’
I also want you all to remember that the most
important job any of us will have, the most
important job if you happen to be a mother
or dad, isn’t President or Governor, is to love
your children with all your heart and all your
soul and all your mind.

Now, we’re a blessed nation. We can
achieve anything we set our mind to. We can
have sound fiscal policy. We’ll work hard to
keep the peace, but most of all, we can make
sure this great American experience shines
brightly for every citizen, everybody in this
great country. People are willing to role up
their sleeves and work, because we’ve got a
country of people who are willing to roll up
their sleeves and help.

I can’t tell you what an honor it is to be
your President. I am so grateful—I am so
grateful that so many came out to say hello.

God bless you all, and God bless America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:18 p.m. in Bison
Arena. In his remarks, he referred to Gov. John
Hoeven of North Dakota and his wife, Mikey.

Proclamation 7415—National
Colorectal Cancer Awareness
Month, 2001
March 8, 2001

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Last year, approximately 130,000 new

cases of colorectal cancer were diagnosed in
the United States. This is a startling number.
Late diagnosis is one reason why colorectal
cancer, cancer of the colon and rectum, is
the second leading cause of cancer-related
deaths for Americans. The disease strikes
men and women with almost equal frequency
and often progresses without symptoms. For-
tunately, colorectal cancer is usually curable

when discovered early, and early diagnosis
is possible through regular screenings. Reg-
ular screenings are particularly important for
persons age 50 or older. Regular screenings
are also important for individuals considered
at higher risk for the disease.

Widespread screening for colorectal can-
cer could save up to 30,000 lives a year, if
all cases were found at an early stage. To
raise awareness about the disease and to en-
courage regular screening, the Cancer Re-
search Foundation of America, the National
Colorectal Cancer Roundtable, and the
American Digestive Health Foundation have
joined together to encourage Americans to
observe March 2001 as National Colorectal
Cancer Awareness Month.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution of the United States, do
hereby proclaim March 2001 as National
Colorectal Cancer Awareness Month. By
supporting continued education about this
disease and research into treatment and pre-
vention, Americans can help stop colorectal
cancer and save many lives.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this eighth day of March, in the
year of our Lord two thousand one, and of
the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-fifth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
10:39 a.m., March 9, 2001]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on March 12.

Remarks in Sioux Falls, South
Dakota
March 9, 2001

Thank you all very much. I am glad to be
here in South Dakota. I was telling the good
Governor, the air may be a little chilly, but
the people are awfully warm.

I want to thank your warm hospitality. I
particularly want to thank those who were
on the road, waving to us as we came in,
and those who have lined up outside the
hangar. It’s really—it really makes me feel
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